
Hello, 
 
In this document you will find the agenda for the 2009 MSCP Annual 
Report Workshop and several of the PowerPoint Presentations.  The 
presentations are in the order that they occurred at the actual workshop.  
Unfortunately, only four of the participants sent us their presentations.  
 
When speaker notes are available you can access them by clicking on 
the comment bubble in the upper left corner.  



 

 

 
2009 MSCP Annual Report Workshop 

Balboa Park Ballroom 
2150 Pan American Rd W. San Diego, CA 92101 

 

Tuesday, May 18, 2010 
9:00am – Noon 

 
9:00 am  Poster Session 

 

9:30 am  Welcome/Overview/Introductions, Tom Oberbauer, County of San Diego 
 

9:35 am  Jurisdictional Reports 
 

4 City of Chula Vista, Marisa Lundstedt and Josie McNeeley 
Maritime succulent scrub mitigation & Cactus wren restoration efforts 

 

4 County of San Diego, Jared Underwood and Trish Boaz 
Update on the North and East County MSCP, Update on the Burrowing owl 
mitigation strategy in East Otay Mesa, & Resource management plans 

 

4 City of San Diego, Jeanne Krosch 
Vernal Pool HCP & clarifications to the Land Development Code/ Environmentally 
Sensitive Lands Regulations and Amendments to the Biology Guidelines 
 

10:00 am  Resource Agencies Reports 
 

4 Bureau of Land Management, Joyce Schlacter 
Update on Thorne's hairstreak butterfly and Tecate cypress monitoring., 
Update on Draft BLM South Coast Resource Management Plan, Land 
Acquisition, & Fuels management 
 

4 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/National Wildlife Refuge, Clark Winchell and John 
Martin 

Cactus wren regional study & on‐going monitoring & restoration results on 
Refuge lands 
 

4 CA Department of Fish and Game, Randy Rodriguez and Jason Price 
Enforcement issues and solutions regarding illegal off‐highway vehicle use 
 

10:25 am  Break 
 

10:40 am  U.S. Geological Survey Species Report, Barbara Kus and Carlton Rochester 
Bird monitoring activities and Western pond turtles 
 

11:00 am   San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG), Keith Greer and Ron Rempel 
TransNet Environmental Mitigation Program, TransNet land acquisitions, Funding 
for regional monitoring, Funding for land management, Triennial Report, & 
regional research needs  

 

11:20 am  Questions & Answers Regarding Covered Species 
Panel: Ron Rempel, David Zoutendyk, David Mayer, Carlton Rochester, Tom 
Oberbauer, and Betsy Miller 

 

11:40 am  General Questions 
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Plan Areas



Next Steps
North County Plan


 

Public Review of Plan…….………Summer/Fall 2010


 

Review of Draft EIR/EIS………….Summer/Fall 2010

East County Plan


 
Plan Development Resumes……..Late 2010



Burrowing Owl Strategy

County of San Diego



Insert aerial photo

22

1970s  =  250-300 pair 
2010 = 40-50 pair
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Burrowing owls have declined in San Diego county by about 90% during the past 30 years.  At the end of the 1970 and in early 1980s we had between 250-300 pairs and now there are only 40-50 breeding pairs in all of San Diego County. 25-30 of these pairs are on East Otay Mesa.  



Why the decline?

• Loss of habitat

• Reduced habitat suitability

• Habitat fragmentation

• Human disturbances (pets and 
vehicles)

• Unknown causes

3

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why the big change?  The cause is mostly those same causes that make any species decline.  Loss of habitat to development, reduced habitat suitability such as degradation of habitat by the invasion of exotic species, fragmentation of habitat by roads and development, and other human disturbances:  dogs dig owls out of their burrows, people drive vehicles over habitat or even fill burrows with rocks.  



Examples of Grassland Habitat on 
East Otay Mesa  

5

Disturbed non-native 
grasslands near border

Vernal pool & mima mounds at 
north end of East Otay Mesa

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The burrowing owl lives in grasslands and sparse coastal sage scrub.  It uses burrows dug by other animals, in particular the California ground squirrel.  Some migrate, but burrowing owls are present year-round in San Diego County with numbers higher in the winter.  This is typical habitat on East Otay Mesa, flat to gently rolling hills of non-native and native grassland and sparse coastal sage scrub, and disturbed non-native grasslands.



Insert aerial photo

56

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The burrowing owl is covered by the MSCP.  However, when the MSCP was prepared, the location of the preservation and development areas was not resolved for all of the land on East Otay Mesa.  The lands that were not placed into either the Take Authorized Area for development (brown) or the Preserve category (green) were designated as either Major or Minor Amendment Areas, or as Minor Amendment Areas Subject to Special Considerations, depending on the biological resources on the land. Most of development lands on East Otay Mesa are in the Minor Amendment Area.  To amend a project area into the MSCP and allow take of the species on it takes the agreement of the County, CDFG and USFWS as part of the MSCP amendment process.  



Strategy Elements for 
East Otay Mesa

• All remaining grasslands on East Otay Mesa 
are considered occupied by the Burrowing 
Owl

• Mitigation: half on Otay Mesa/East Otay 
Mesa, the other half within an approved 
MSCP subarea plan

• Passive relocation of burrowing owls
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For More Information

• Website: www.mscp-sandiego.org
• Email:  mscp@sdcounty.ca.gov
• Phone:  (858) 694-2964



County of San Diego 

Department of Parks 
and Recreation

MSCP Annual Workshop
May 18, 2010

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good morning.  My name is Megan Hamilton.  

I’m a program manager with the Resource Management Division.

The Department of Parks and Recreation is responsible for implementing the County’s MSCP.  We complement and work together with the MSCP Planning Division at the Department of Planning and Land Use.  

Today I wanted to give a brief presentation on the MSCP work we completed last year.







MSCP Implementation

• Resource Management Plans

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2009, in accordance with our MSCP implementing agreement, we completed Resource Management Plans, (or RMPs) for seven of our Preserves: Del Dios, Sycamore/Goodan, Lusardi Creek, El Capitan, El Monte Park, Oakoasis and Stelzer Preserves.

The RMPs are intended to provide for flexible management that can adapt to changing circumstances, ensuring the long term viability and sustainability of native ecosystem function and natural processes, while accommodating compatible public recreational uses.  

RMPs are now complete for all of County owned Preserves within the South County MSCP preserve system.

Within the RMPs Resource Management Directives are analyzed under five elements.





Biological Resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes


The biological resources element contains management directives pertaining to habitat monitoring and MSCP covered species specific monitoring and management.



Vegetation Management

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the vegetation management element invasive plant species are identified, mapped and prioritized for removal, restoration opportunities are explored and directives pertaining to fire management are outlined.

These photos show arundo donax in Lusardi Creek and thistle infested uplands at Lusardi Creek Preserve that were prioritized for removal. 

I’ll talk about this further in an upcoming slide.



Public Use, Trails and Recreation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nearly all of our Preserves in the South County MSCP subarea are open to the public for passive recreational use.  

To ensure resources onsite remain viable, this section of the RMP identifies authorized public access points and whether unauthorized access is currently a problem and thus, if there is a need for additional access control, such as fencing and gates. 



Current and future trail maintenance needs are addressed under this Public Use, Trails and Recreation element.



Operations and Facility 
Maintenance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Operations and Facility Maintenance element outlines management directives for things like litter and trash removal and adjacency management issues.



Cultural Resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cultural resource management, such as coordination with local tribes, and monitoring of cultural resources are identified is this section of the RMP. 

Sensitive Cultural Resource information is included in a confidential appendix. 



Monitoring
• Tijuana River Valley Regional Park

• Barnett Ranch

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Monitoring is one way to determine if MSCP goals and objectives are being met.  

Long term data sets will help us make the best land management decisions at the County owned preserve level as well as the overall regional MSCP preserve level.

Ongoing monitoring was conducted at two of our preserves in accordance with RMP directives.  

The graphic here shows habitat monitoring locations at Barnett Ranch that have been GPS’ed and will be visited again in subsequent monitoring years.



Funding Opportunities
• Cactus Wren Restoration Project

• Removal of non-natives 

• Fire recovery

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One advantage of having Resource Management Plans is it can help when pursuing funding opportunities.  

Three County applications for Transnet grant funding have been recommended for award based on land management needs that were identified in our Resource Management Plans.

Lakeside Linkage Cactus Wren restoration project. 

Removal invasive, non-native plants at Lusardi Creek (you’ll recall we saw photos of that site in a previous slide)

Fire recovery and riparian invasive removal at Lawrence and Barbara Daley Preserve 

This photo shows a fire recovering landscape and arundo infestations at Lawrence and Barbara Daley Preserve, that will be able to be taken care of before infestations proliferate.





Salt Creek Cactus Wren Restoration

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last year we implemented a cactus wren restoration project at Salt Creek using transnet funding from a previous award. 

 It involved the planting of about 10,000 coast cholla and prickly pear cactus cuttings in a one acre area.  

Monitoring will be ongoing and we anticipate the area will provide suitable nesting habitat for the wren in coming years.



County of San Diego 

Department of Parks and 
Recreation

www.sdparks.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our resource management plans and other information is readily accessible from our website.

Our resource management team has worked very hard this past year, preparing RMP’s, providing for public access in accordance with the County Trails Program and acquiring land within the MSCP Preserve system.  

I would also like to note that we have worked with many area consultants this past year.  They have diligently performed biological and cultural baseline and monitoring surveys that support our efforts.  We are very pleased with the dedication and quality of work.

And in ending, I would like to recognize DPR upper management who are here today. Trish Boaz, Chief of the Resource Management Division and Brian Albright, Department Director.

Thank you.







U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Monitoring 

Coastal Cactus Wrens

in

San Diego MSCP

Clark Winchell

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://50birds.com/uploads/kraivut/2004-10-26_123653_cactuswren.jpg&imgrefurl=http://50birds.com/PhotoContestEntries5.htm&usg=__7CM1zYil7sRHu-aaUMcTp5_vGcs=&h=949&w=996&sz=139&hl=en&start=10&tbnid=7eFMOl9sQ7u8DM:&tbnh=142&tbnw=149&prev=/images?q=cactus+wren&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://rstex.com/states/arizona/cactus wren2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://rstex.com/states/arizona/arizona.htm&usg=__OKZd-mwAUzCvLSxE_hGlhRiBbJo=&h=549&w=618&sz=64&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=Hs5I-QLwC5VeUM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=136&prev=/images?q=cactus+wren&gbv=2&hl=en


U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Objectives

Survey  all potential habitat

Survey areas burned in the 2007 fires

Test protocols for landscape level surveys

Define habitat parameters

Input into management recommendations

Provide cost estimates for future work



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Coastal Cactus Wren

Sample Frame

MSCP Preserve Lands

Southwest facing slopes

Below 1,500 feet elevation



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

2009 Survey Effort

• Mapped 

– 574 Cactus Patches

• 3 or more cactus

• Greater than75 cm tall

• Within 15 m of each other

Classified cactus patches to conform with

work being conducted in Orange County



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

2009 Surveys

• Plots Surveyed

– 355 Plots

• Plots are mapped cactus

• patches > 0.1 hectares

– Presence/Absence Surveys

• Percent Area Occupied

• Used play back tapes

• Visited plots 3 times























U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Future Plans

Map cactus patches on southeast facing slopes

Complete mapping for southern aspect within Sample Frame

Survey birds to calculate Percent Area Occupied 

Repeat surveys conducted in 2009 (southwest facing slopes)

Surveys newly mapped areas (southeast facing slopes)

Determine habitat parameters affecting colonization

Distance between occupied patches

Work with SD Zoological Society to link site specific 

habitat characteristics to landscape level parameters



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Time Line

Original Schedule

Amended Schedule

Map Cactus
Bird 

Surveys

Map Cactus
Bird 

Surveys

APRIL 
2010

MAY 2010

JUNE 
2010

JULY 2010

AUGUST 
2010

SEPT 
2010

OCT 2010

NOV 2010

DEC 2010

JAN 2011

FEB 2011

MAR 2011

APRIL 
2011

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://50birds.com/uploads/kraivut/2004-10-26_123653_cactuswren.jpg&imgrefurl=http://50birds.com/PhotoContestEntries5.htm&usg=__7CM1zYil7sRHu-aaUMcTp5_vGcs=&h=949&w=996&sz=139&hl=en&start=10&tbnid=7eFMOl9sQ7u8DM:&tbnh=142&tbnw=149&prev=/images?q=cactus+wren&gbv=2&hl=en


U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Future Plans
Reasons for Delay

Fiscal differences between agencies delayed 

project until late spring

Avoid mapping cactus during hottest months

CACW  biologist observed lower detectability

during October and November (highest during spring)



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

City of San Diego

County of San Diego

City of Poway

California Dept Fish & Game

US Forest ServiceBureau Land Management

Center Natural Lands Management California Dept State Parks

California Dept Transportation

Sweetwater Authority

City of Santee

San Diego Zoological Society

City of Chula Vista

US Geological Survey

Helix Water District

Nature Reserve Orange County
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